
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A hub of educational excellence and innovation, supporting and valuing everyone 

 

                                                      12th March 2021 

 

 

 

Good afternoon 

 

What a super week! The sound of children, learning and chatting has arrived for all and it is brilliant! I expect 

everyone will be tired this weekend, but all of the children have been enthusiastic and smiling relentlessly all 

week. Fantastic! The week started with such an amazing Spring feel, and although the latter part of the week has 

had more rain and wind, the children and staff have remained positive. 

 

It is essential we support children with their physical wellbeing; you will see from this newsletter that outdoor 

sporting clubs will be resuming; we are unable to offer indoor ones until after Easter. That will be confirmed 

nearer the time and will be directly linked to increases of positive cases of CV-19 locally and following national/ LA 

guidance.  

 

Listening to children and staff engaging, chatting, learning and playing has been inspiring. The children always 

amaze us with their resilience and ability to bounce back, however, as you are aware the staff team have focussed 

on how children are feeling about the return to school; the positive mental health of our children is paramount. 

This will remain a focus. There are many social skills to re-establish, and routines to re-introduce alongside the 

classroom cultures. Fingers crossed we are not interrupted again on this recovery journey. 

 

I hope that your week has also been less stressful, and that you have been able to work and complete your more 

regular daily routines.  

 

Have a good weekend. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Mrs Candi Roberts & The Fabulous Claremont Team 
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Parent Survey Feedback: remote learning offer 

It is fully understood how challenging remote learning has been and so it was so lovely to read so many 
nice comments and praise for the offer we had in place which progressed over term 3.  

100% were able to access TEAMs, this included tasks and live sessions. 

The Live contact time was appreciated by parents/pupils and it was lovely that pupils like to see both 
teachers and friends through this platform – so excellent that we continue to develop this and are 
trialling and offering a combination in the future. 

We do recognise and have noted the strong preferences for live streaming- just over 19% of those who 
wrote in the free text.  

Thank you also for the advice, feedback and suggestions. We have also noted how frustrating timings of 
sessions were for those in work meetings. 25% of pupils did not access the assemblies or end of day 
sessions for that reason. Furthermore, the frustration for length of screen time, and the impact on 
children’s mental health. 

 

Responses from free text to clarify: 

1. The survey was completed once the system was in place; lifting of or length of National lockdown was 
unknown – the online offer developed every week as Teams embedded.   

2. Teachers were not in school every day- just once a week when they were in the class with key worker 
children and it was key that staff moved things forward whilst also having additional challenges at 
home. School backdrops may have given this impression. This was to support personal home 
situations and also to give a sense of school to the pupils.  

3. All requests for IT support were supported – parents were encouraged to contact if difficulties had 
arisen. 

4. TPs were working in small groups for children with EHCP, counselling and those identified by the 
teachers- this developed as TEAMs and training rolled out  

5. Final transfer of whole school to TEAMs platform will support next steps 
 

Actions and next steps for Remote Learning: 

1. For those children who have to quarantine or self-isolate due to coronavirus, live streaming from the 
classroom has started, with tasks uploaded to support – safeguarding procedures remain.  

2. TP training to support a live stream and documentation upload 
3. Continue to support pupils with EHCP in small group work 
4. Develop small group TP intervention work across whole school  
5. Pupil voice to support Q9 (use of conversation facility) and moving personal feedback for children 

forward where possible. Feedback shared that this didn’t work for all pupils. 
6. Pupil voice to explore Q12 as free text shared that some very hard and easier; this then impacted on 

the length of time spent on learning.  
7. In the unlikely event that there is a whole bubble self-isolation, there will be a combination of live 

streams and uploads where appropriate 
8. In the event of a National Lockdown, a combination of live streaming, pre-recorded videos, uploads 

and social groups may be considered in some year groups when in the best interests of the children  

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exciting new spelling resources 

 

We have recently purchased two fantastic spelling resources that you are able to use at home too. 

 

 

This resource will be used with children in Year 3-6 in school and is a web-based resource that allows the 

teachers to upload the class weekly spellings so that the children can practise them. There are activities 

at the top that help the children to break down the spellings and ensure they understand their meaning 

and how to use the words in a sentence. There are also lots of games the children can play to practise 

the spellings. The class teachers will be setting this up for their classes over the next few weeks and will 

share the log in details with you. 

To use this resource at home, you will need to go to https://spellingframe.co.uk/ 

 

 

 

This is an app that can be downloaded, or used via the web. It is called Sir Linkalot and we will be using it 

in school from Year 3 up. Sir Linkalot uses animations to help children remember their spellings and is 

particularly good for tricky common exception words. These go all the way from ‘was, two and they’ up 

to ‘accommodation, exhilarating, and even onomatopoeia’. The spellings are grouped by level, which the 

children can work their way through until they feel confident with them. There are tests built in too. 

It is not solely for spelling, however, and covers the whole range of technical English requirements, 

including homophones, punctuation and grammar. Countdown's Susie Dent features as 'Susie 

Lexicographer' to give you the etymology of words that have an interesting story to tell. 

Our school log in details are as follows:  

Username: Claremont 

Password/ access code: 3W7QF5H86XS 

You can either download the app, or access it via the web by typing in ‘app.sirlinkalot.org’ to the web 

address bar at the top and click on the log in icon. 

 

https://spellingframe.co.uk/


 
 

 

Dear parents, 

I am pleased to announce that we will be resuming after school sport clubs run by Claremont 

staff from the week beginning 22nd March. 

Please see below the clubs on offer for the final two weeks of this ½ term: 

Sport Year groups Day Time 

X-country 3, 4, 5 & 6 Monday 3.30-4.30pm 
Netball  5 & 6 Tuesday 3.30-4.30pm 

Boys football 5 & 6  Tuesday 3.30-4.30pm 

Girls football  5 & 6 Thursday 3.30-4.30pm 

Hockey  5 & 6 Tuesday 3.30-4.30pm 
 

Letters will follow next week from the respective staff member who will be running the club.  

We are always looking for volunteers to help teachers run these sessions. If you are able to help, 

please do not hesitate to contact the school office via admin@claremont.kent.sch.uk and the 

member of staff running the club will get back to you as soon as possible. 

Kind regards, 

Mr Hume 

 

 

Tuesday 16th March (PE Kit) Reception - Acorns and Saplings 

We will be starting PE next week.  Please can you send your child in to school wearing a warm tracksuit 

with the Claremont PE top and trainers that fit. If you do not have the Claremont PE top yet, any suitable 

blue t-shirt will do for the time being. The tracksuit does not need to have the Claremont logo on it.  Your 

child will stay in this all day and this is every Tuesday starting from Tuesday 16th March. 

 

mailto:admin@claremont.kent.sch.uk


 
 

Class Assemblies: 

Please see below for the dates of the class assemblies that had to be postponed as a result of 

lockdown. Class Teachers will be in touch with you closer to the time to let you know how they 

will be viewed.  

Linden: Monday 29th March   

Ash: Friday 7th May 

Acer: Friday 21st May 

Saplings: Thursday 27th May 

Maple: Friday 11th June  

 

 

Dear parents, 

Back by popular demand, the Daily Mile will recommence for all year groups from next week. 

The pupils will be completing three runs a week. Two of these will be on their PE days, while the 

extra day is outlined in the table below. On the extra day, they will need to come to school 

wearing their trainers and school uniform. 

Class Day Class Day 

Ash Wednesdays Acer Thursdays 

Elm Wednesdays Juniper Mondays 

Maple Fridays Elder Thursdays 

Rowan Mondays Linden Wednesdays 

Cedar Mondays Whitebeam Fridays 

Hazel Fridays Hawthorn Fridays 
 

Happy running, 

Mr Hume 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 - Phonics 

I hope you are well. We’ve had such a super time with the year two children since we have been back at 

school. Because of the first national lockdown, an official phonics screening check did not take place for the 

children in Rowan and Maple whilst they were in year one. As a result, we were asked by the DfE to carry out 

an informal assessment using a past phonics screener paper in December 2020. Even though all statutory 

assessments have been cancelled for this academic year, we had planned to communicate the informal phonics 

assessment results to you within the next school report. Unfortunately, the second national lockdown had 

prevented this from taking place as soon as we had hoped. We will, however, be sending home school reports 

during term six and all of the children will receive their results within this document. In the meantime, we will 

use the information gleaned from the screener to support the children in year two with closing any gaps in their 

phonological knowledge. I hope this helps to clarify the latest Government guidance around this; as always we 

will share any additional updates as they come through. We really appreciate all of the support you have 

provided the children throughout the lockdowns.  

Best wishes, 

Mr Care and Mrs Levett  

 



 
 

 

Outdoor learning 

Dear all, 

Now we have returned to school and outdoor learning is happening regularly here at Claremont, we 

thought it would be super if we were able to share your outdoor experiences from the past lockdown.  

In the hall, we have assigned a board to share photos and explanations of what you have all been up to 

out and about in the great outdoors.  

Therefore, please can I ask you send any photos and explanations to admin@claremont.kent.sch.uk to 

share your experiences and inspire others.  

  

Many thanks, Mr Hume 

 

 

British Science Week Optional Poster Competition 

On Wednesday, during my British Science Week assembly, I shared an optional poster competition 

that the children could enter by using the online entry form on the official website - Poster 

competition - British Science Week. Prizes are available and these are listed within the website. 

The competition has been separated into Early Years, Infant and Junior and the deadline for 

entries is on 30th April 2021. Their task is to create a poster which shows how the planet is 

‘innovating for the future’ which means how we are doing new things, in science, to help the world 

to be a better place. There are some examples of last year’s winners which you could have a look 

at to inspire you. As well as submitting your posters using the website, I would also like you to 

email me your posters as soon as possible so that I can share them in our school hall on one of the 

science display boards! I look forward to seeing your amazing posters!  

Mr Care 

mailto:admin@claremont.kent.sch.uk
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/poster-competition/
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/poster-competition/


 
 

This Week’s Recipe 

 

 

 

 

Rainbow rice paper rolls 
Ingredients:  

 50g fine vermicelli rice noodles 

 12 rice paper wraps 

 handful of mint or coriander leaves, or snipped chives (or a mixture) 

 200g cooked prawns, or cooked and shredded chicken 

 ¼ cucumber, trimmed and finely sliced into matchsticks 

 1 carrot, trimmed and finely sliced into matchsticks 

 40g red cabbage, very finely sliced 

 small handful of radishes, trimmed and thinly sliced 

 ½ mango, stoned, halved and finely sliced 

 

 

 

For the sesame dipping sauce 

 2 tbsp sweet chilli sauce 

 1 tbsp tahini 

 1 tbsp low-salt soy sauce 

 1 tsp sesame oil, plus extra for drizzling 

 ½ lime, juiced 

 

Method: 

1. Soak the noodles in boiling water from the kettle, following pack instructions. Drain and rinse 

under cold running water to cool, then toss in a little sesame oil to stop them sticking together. 

2. Next, make the dipping sauce by mixing all the ingredients together. Set aside. 

3. Fill a wide, shallow dish a few centimetres deep with warm water. Working with one rice paper 

wrap at a time, soak it for a few seconds until it’s flexible, then lay it on a chopping board. Scatter 

some of the herbs down the centre, then top with a couple of prawns or a little bit of chicken, 

then some veg pieces and mango, and a small bundle of noodles. Try to keep the fillings in the 

centre, and don’t overfill. Tuck the ends of the wrap over the ingredients to slightly enclose them, 

then roll up from the sides, keeping everything as tight as you can.  

4. Put the finished rolls on a plate covered with a damp sheet of kitchen paper until you’re finished 

assembling all the rolls. Will keep in the fridge for up to 24 hrs. Serve with the sesame dipping 

sauce. 

Food: Eating the right foods 

Rest: Getting enough sleep 

Exercise: Being active 

Digital Devices: Managing time spent online 

 


